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in order to separate the real from the unreal? We
answer. The separation must be made either by the
individual reason or by common, consent- Suppos-
ing, first, "we apply our own faculties to the task, and
admit the facts or opinions handed down to us to be
true, according as they appeal to our reason, our
judgment, our moral nature, or any other part of
our constitution ; in this case, it is evident that
we bring the matter of this traditionary lore to a
subjective standard within ourselves. We do not
accept the ideas presented to us because they are
traditionary, since, then, we must accept all alike,
but because they satisfy the requisition of our own
understanding

The light of day flows to us from the sun; but
what were the use of it unless the eye were
adapted to receive the rays, to refract them to a
focus, and thus to form images of outward realities ?
In this case, though the light is necessary, yet
the eye is the instrument of certitude; if the
eye, as an instrument of vision, be distorted, the
objects will be so likewise, notwithstanding all
the purity of the light which flows in upon it. We
may say, therefore, that the eye is the stan-
dard of visible reality; it is the only appeal we
have for the actual appearance of external things.
So is it with the eye of the soul. The light of
truth may flow in upon the mind, but how do we
know that the inward images and ideas it presents
are valid; and how can we separate them from
vain illusions? Evidently, we must appeal to the